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Saskatoon classic rock band Riff
Raff returns to the stage. Veter-
ans of the Canadian nightclub cir-
cuit, the band toured all across
Canada during the eighties before
disbanding in 1989. In March of
1999, the members reunited to
perform at a Telemiracle
fundraiser. “That was such a great
time,” says lead vocalist Rory
Lawford, “the audience went wild.
Saskatchewan is really getting into
the classic hard rock sound again,
even the younger crowd. This is
just way too much fun, so we de-
cided to reunite on a more per-
manent basis.”

Riff Raff’s set ranges the gamut
of classic hard rock from the late
70’s & 80’s, (including songs from
AC/DC, Nazareth, Alice Cooper,
Sweet, Kiss, Iron Maiden, Twisted
Sister, Judas Priest & Metallica).
“We are a party band,” says lead
guitarist Brian Kendall, “we don’t
just play the songs, we like to put
on a show.” Bucking the trend of
dour, angry modern rockers, Riff
Raff’s live show is a freewheeling,
high energy party where everyone
is invited to join in on the fun.
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bum for Stony Plain record speaks
for McLean’s own eclectic blues
tastes; he’s a player who gives
equal justice to Elmore James,
Mississippi John Hurt and Little
Walter.

Colin James, one of Canada’s best
known blues artists and producer
of McLean’s, For the Blues - Al-
ways, was happy to put himself in
the picture.

“Dave McLean has been stalwartly
keeping up the blues tradition for
years,” says James. “I first heard
him when I was nine, he blew me
away then and he still does today.
He’s one of the great undiscovered
bluesmen and people turn out to
hear him.
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Free
nickel
Tree

Men without
Shame

Plus:
Riff Raff •  Nickel Tree •  Screamer

 Within the last few years,
Nickeltree has opened for such
bands as Nazereth, Limblifter, The
New Meanies, The Mahones,
Prism, Harlequin, and various oth-
ers. Recently, after winning the
Band Warz competition at The
Pump Roadhouse in Regina,
Nickeltree performed at Rock’ N
The Valley which featured Collec-
tive Soul, 54-40, Nickelback and
Blue Rodeo.

Big Dave
McLean

McLean lives in Winnipeg, a city
on the eastern edge of the Cana-
dian prairies. It’s a part of Canada
that’s noted for it’s hard winters,
large mosquito population in the
summer, the warmth and hospital-
ity of its residents and the fact that
many artists have left, including
Neil Young and Loreena
McKennitt, to seek greener pas-
tures.

In the 28 years he’s been part of
the Canadian music scene,
McLean surprisingly made only
one album prior to being signed
to Stony Plain (For the Blues -
Always SPCD1249). “We did it
live at Bud’s On Broadway in
Saskatoon, back in ’89 and we
called it Muddy Waters for Presi-
dent and we sell it off stage at
gigs.”

The range of music on his last al-

This quartet is party rock
with a capital ‘P’. Performing clas-
sic rock tunes from the 70’s and
early 80’s, and delivering them
with an attitude that doesn’t allow
any seriousness, has made them a
favorite in the southern part of the
Province.

Their stage show, one secret
to their popularity, (and proof that
their name is accurate) is filled
with costumes, hats and general
silliness, however it never over-
shadows the band’s tight, guitar
driven sound. They deliver on
song’s like Nazareth’s ‘This Flight
Tonight’ and Sweeny Todd’s ‘Roxy
Roller’.
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